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“Remember this, whoever sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously. Each of 
you should give what you have decided in 
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
2 Corinthians 9: 6-8 
 

“One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; 
another withholds what he should give, and 
only suffers want. Whoever brings blessing 
will be enriched, and one who waters will 
himself be watered.” Proverbs 11: 24-25 
 

The Bible is replete with guidance on 
charitable giving. Both the Old and New 
Testaments share wisdom and words of Jesus 
with regard to the importance of a generous 
heart.  The Scripture above from Proverbs 
has been true in my life.  As I have given 
more of my wealth and myself, I have been 
blessed many times over. The blessing of 
charity is spiritual, it is life affirming and it is 
necessary if you truly want to understand the 
message and life of Christ. 
 

Continued on page 5 

GIFT ACCOUNT ROLLOUT 
 

Morattico Baptist Church is pleased to 
announce that a gift account has been opened 
on the church’s behalf.  A gift account is a 
way that donor’s can give securities to the 
church as a donation or for their annual 
pledge. 
 

Why would someone want to gift securities 
you ask?  There are several reasons: 
 

1. Gifting appreciated securities may 
provide a double tax benefit.  The 
donor avoids capital gains on the 
appreciation and may receive an 
income tax deduction. 

2. Qualified Charitable Distributions 
from an IRA could reduce taxable 
income for those donors who are 
required to take a Required 
Minimum Distribution. 

 

Anyone interested in gifting to the Morattico 
Baptist Church Gift Account should first 
contact their tax advisor for guidance.  More 
details on the account can be found on page 
three. 



 

  

 
 
 

Leanne Budihandojo 
Page Carlson 

Eddie and Connie Dawson 
Eleanor Delano 

Bill Fletcher 
Becky Frost 
Steve Garcia 

Virginia Harcum 
Michael Matthews 

Shirley McNeal 
Carlton Milstead 
James Newton 

Lucky Whay Parham 
Richard, Rosie and Rich Pruett 

Jonell Robertson 
Sylvia Saunders 
Sandra Scripture 
Chauntea Shield 

William Scott Smith 
Michael Stander 

Sue B. Staton 
Fran Stout 

Family of Holly Swann 
Caregivers 

Earthquake victims and families in Turkey 
End to bullying and violence 

 
 

When you add someone to our prayer list, 
please provide their address so we may 

send them a card. 
 

Please let us know when it is time to 
remove someone from the list. 

  

Prayer list contact 
Mae Shelton at 804-366-3817 

 

 
 

1  Lewis Shelton 
5  Gavin Simpson 
6  Peggy Nolting 
9  William Taylor 
13  Terri Groh 
16  Logan Nonnemacker 
17  Rick Simpson 
26    Esther Glover 
28  Wayson Christopher 
31  Holly Saunders 
 
March 2 Richard and Jan Abbott 
March 21 Jeems and Chris Love 
 

 
 

On Jan. 30th, Northumberland Middle School 
held a school-wide spelling bee.  Participating 
were the winners and runners-up from each 
English class in the school which had each 
held a class bee the week before.  MBC’s 
Rachel Barnes came in first in the NMS 
spelling bee. She and the runner-up both 
advanced to the next level of competition. 
 

On Friday, February 10th, Rachel competed 
in the district spelling bee, where she came in 
second.  As runner up, she now proceeds to 
the regional spelling bee, to be held March 
9th in Richmond.  Stay tuned, and please 
offer up a little prayer for Rachel to remain 
calm, focused and humble! 

Photo on page 3 
 



  

CHARITABLE GIVING 
 

There are many ways to make a charitable 
contribution.  Some of them are: 
 

Gift of cash:  Of course, this is the simplest 
form of charitable giving.  The donor may 
receive an income tax deduction and the 
charity has immediate use of the funds. 
 

Gifting from an IRA: This is called a 
Qualified Charitable Distribution and is 
limited to IRA owners who have reached 70 
½ years of age. Gifting in this manor may 
reduce the donor’s taxable income and the 
charity has immediate use of the funds. 
QCDs are limited to $100,000 per year. 
 

Appreciated Securities:  There are certain 
limitations such as length of time held. 
However donors may find this method 
appealing due to the possible double tax 
benefit.  The donor may receive an income 
tax deduction as well as avoiding capital 
gains on the appreciated securities. 
 

Other:  There are many other ways to give to 
your favorite charity such as Charitable 
Remainder Trusts, Donor Advised Funds, 
Life Insurance Gifts and Bequests, just to 
name a few.   
 

For more information on these, please contact 
your estate attorney, tax and/or financial 
advisor. 

HOW TO GIFT 
 

If you wish to make a charitable contribution 
of securities to the Morattico Baptist Church 
gift account, please give your financial 
advisor the following information: 
 

Davenport & Co 
DTC# 0443 

Account #  DA4005991 
Account name:  Morattico Baptist Gift Acct 

 

For additional information please contact 
Davenport & Co at 804-435-7705.  Ask for 
Brian Manetz. 
 

If you wish to make a Qualified Charitable 
Contribution from your IRA, please instruct 
your financial advisor to issue a check from 
your IRA.  Checks should be payable to 
Morattico Baptist Church and mailed to: 
P. O. Box 228, Kilmarnock, VA 22482 

 
Braylin Beauchamp is one of five members of 
the Northumberland Middle School Junior  
BETA Club Engineering Team.  She and her 
teammates competed in the state BETA 
competition and won first out of 15 teams.  
This year’s competition was to construct an 
elevator that would carry people/materials up 
and down without a glitch.  They could not 
use electronics and were given a limited list of 
materials they could use.  Next - Nationals in 
Louisville, KY on June 23-26. 
Braylin is daughter of Amy Rhinehart and 
granddaughter of Debbie Dodson. 

 

 
 

NMS Spelling Bee 
Rachel Barnes 



 

THE FLOWER BOX 
 

Easter Flower Orders  
Celebrating a New Season of Hope and 

Renewal 
 

Forms for ordering Easter lilies and daffodils 
that will grace our sanctuary on Easter 

Sunday will be available beginning March 
5th.  As always, a dedication page for each 
flower purchased will be included in the 
Easter Sunday bulletin. Completed forms 

with specified dedication and cash or check 
made out to Morattico Baptist Church will 

be due by March 19th. More information will 
be forthcoming. 

 
Remember: Take your lily or daffodil home 
after the service on Easter Sunday to enjoy 
the blooms until they fade. Then plant them 

in the garden and enjoy the blooms next 
summer. Start your collection this year or 

continue to add to your established group of 
lilies from previous years. These plants are 
practically foolproof beauties. So, if you 

were less than successful with your 
poinsettias or amaryllis after Christmas, your 

Easter lilies and daffodils can restore that 
luster on your green thumb. 

 
Thank you for supporting the Easter lily 

campaign for 2023. 
 

The Flower Committee 
 

 
 

 

Future Generations of  
Morattico Baptist Church 

 

Kathy Pittman with Colter Walston 
Debbie Dodson with Rhett Rhinehart 

Stephanie Hudson with Kinsley Hudson 
(left to right) 

 

 
 

Jeems Love serenading Kinsley   
 
 

 



 
 
  Symbolism of the Easter Lily and 

Daffodil 
 
For Christians Easter heralds a season of 
awakening with renewal and new beginnings 
for our faith. The two most popular Easter 
flowers carry their own symbolism within its 
shape, color, or blooming season. 
 
Lilies (Lilium)  
The white lily, sometimes called “white-
robed apostle of hope,” is undoubtably the 
most recognizable Easter flower. The pure 
white color of this blossom has long 
symbolized the spiritual purity, virtue, 
innocence, hope and eternal life. Its beautiful 
trumpet shape makes it the perfect herald for 
the fresh new season. It has been told that 
lilies sprang from the ground where drops of 
Jesus’ tears and sweat fell to the ground in the 
Garden of Gethsemane when he was praying. 
The lily then is a symbol of our hope for 
peace and joy in the promise of God’s love 
even in the face of adversity. 
 
Daffodil (Narcissus) 
The daffodil is a symbol of new life and 
resilience. The trumpet of the flower 
announces the Good News for Christians.  
The cheerful bright yellow color of the 
daffodil is a symbol of hope and joy. The 
daffodil also represents a sense of awareness 
and inner reflection due to the link with the 
story in Greek mythology about Narcissus, a 
very beautiful young man who loved only 
himself. According to the legend, the gods 
punished him by making him fall in love with 
his image in the water. He became so overly 
obsessed with his own image that he 
neglected to eat and eventually died. A 
daffodil bloomed in the spot where he died 
signifying a rebirth into a new life of 
humility. 
 

PASTOR’S CORNER 
Continued from page 1 

 

Possessing a charitable heart is a gift.  
Christ taught us by the way He lived that 
giving of our time, love and compassion are 
the ways in which we draw closer to Him.  
It isn’t always about giving money, it is 
about sacrificing ourselves in service to 
others.  Remember the lesson of the poor 
widow in Mark 12: 41-44? Jesus was 
sitting near the temple treasury and a poor 
widow came, and put in two copper coins, 
which make about a penny.  And He called 
His disciples to Him and said, “Truly I say 
to you, this poor widow has put in more 
than all those who are contributing to the 
treasury. For they all contributed out of 
their abundance; but she out of her poverty 
has put in everything she had, her whole 
living.”  This is the lesson that Christ 
taught, that we who are blessed have been 
blessed, so that we may bless others.  If you 
have been blessed with a talent or skill, use 
it to bless another.  If you have time to 
share, find a way to use your time as a 
blessing for those who are in need of help 
and companionship.  If you are blessed 
financially, help feed the hungry, clothe 
someone in need or meet a critical need of 
someone poor. 
 
Charity is a sign of love for your neighbor, 
and it is a sign of love for the Lord.  Jesus 
said, “Whoever has two tunics is to share 
with them who has none, and whoever has 
food is to do likewise.”   
 
Lord, we pray that you make our lives a 
blessing to those in need. Teach us to sow 
generously that we may reap abundance. 
Amen. 
 



 

 
 
Morattico Baptist Church is in the early 
stages of planning a History Room in the 
church.  It will be a mini-museum under 
roof dedicated to our vast history as well as 
the history of our daughter churches.  With 
245 years of history, there has to be a lot 
out there!! 
 

We are currently collecting “all things” 
Morattico Baptist Church.  Please check 
your attics, scrapbooks and grandma’s 
house for old photos, bulletins, books, 
objects, etc.  Nothing is too insignificant!!   
 

If you would like to archive an oral history, 
please reach out to one of the History 
Committee members (Kathy Pittman, Roxy 
Fisher or Charlotte Swaffin) and they will 
make arrangements for an interview. 
 

If you have old documents, you do not need 
to donate the original.  The History 
Committee will copy and return them to 
you.  Items donated can be noted “donated 
by” on the exhibit if you wish. 
 

Please spread the word as families have 
come and gone over the years.  We want to 
reach far and wide to anyone who has had a 
tie with MBC. 
 

Thanks in advance! 
 

The History Committee 
 

 

 
 

 

SUBSPLASH 
(our new church media platform) 

 

SUBSPLASH is now up and running!! 
MBC has an APP that will be updated 
soon with more features and better 
email communication.  Instructions for 
downloading will be posted to our 
website.  Make sure we have a good 
email address and cell number for 
you.  If we have your cell phone 
number  you will receive important 
TEXT messages from the church. 
 

***Text messages will come from 
phone number: 833-235-4806*** 



 
Good luck 

 

Rachel and Braylin 
 

 
 
Then little children were being brought to 
Him in order that He might lay His hands 
on them and pray.  Jesus said, “Let the 
little children come to Me, and do not stop 
them; for it is to such as these that the 
Kingdom of Heaven belongs.” 
 
Join us on Sunday March 12th for a service 
of dedication. We will bless the little 
children and commend them into service 
of the Lord.  If you have a child, 
grandchild, neighbors with children, please 
invite them and allow us to pray over them 
and offer them to the Lord.  Parents can 
contact me at any time, 804-577-3043!  
 
Blessings.  Richard 
 

 
 

Morattico Baptist Church is pleased to 
announce the start of a monthly Gospel Sing 

series featuring local churches and other 
Christian based music.   

 
Please join us on the second Friday of each 

month at 7 pm beginning on March 10th.   
 

Refreshments and a time for fellowship will 
follow. 

 
We look forward to seeing you!! 

 
 

SCHEDULE: 
 

March 10th 
Tommy Thompson 

And 
Mt. Olive Baptist Church Choir 

 
April 14th 

Joyful Noise Choir 
And 

Alabaster Grace 
 

May 12th 
New St. John’s Baptist Church Choir 

And 
MBC Band 



 

Morattico Baptist Church 
Richard C. Abbott, Pastor 
924 Morattico Church Road  

Post Office Box 228  
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482 

phone:   804-577-3043 
e-mail:  pastor@moratticobaptistchurch.org  

website:   moratticobaptistchurch.org 
Facebook:  The Morattico Baptist Church 

 

 
 

THE HILL, Morattico Baptist Church 
newsletter is owned and operated by 
YOU.  We want your input.  If you have 
ideas, suggestions, family news, articles 
or photos, submit them to 
newsletter@moratticobaptistchurch.or
g or call Kathy Pittman at (804) 761-
2441. 
 
Each month the newsletter has a theme.  
The theme for the following month will 
be noted in each newsletter to give you 
time to prepare a submission if you wish. 
 
 

Deadline: 
10th of each month 

 

Theme for April: 
“Day Tripping” 

Swain Memorial  
United Methodist Church 

Tangier Island VA 
 

 
 

 

Sunday: 8:45 am  Sunday School (adult) 
10 am     Sunday Service 

 

Thursday: 6:30 pm Bible Study 
  Dinner & Movie 
 
Calendar events: 
 
March 1 Stephanie Hudson and Jeems 

Love sing at Lenten service 
 Kilmarnock Baptist Church 
March 3 World Day of Prayer 
March 5 Debra Whaley sings 
March 10 Gospel Sing 7pm at MBC 

Tommy Thompson & Mt. Olive 
choir 

March 12 Dedication Sunday 
  Daylight-Saving Time begins 
March 17 St. Patrick’s Day 
March 20 First day of Spring 
April 2 Easter Egg Hunt after church 
April 14 Gospel Sing 7pm at MBC 

Joyful Noise Choir & Alabaster 
Grace 

May 12 Gospel Sing 7pm at MBC 
New Saint John’s Choir & 
MBC Band 


