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Many of you know that I am a casual 
student of World War II.  There are millions 
of details that knit together the fabric of this 
great generation.  This era was a time in 
American history where God reigned 
supreme in the hearts of most Americans, 
and our government recognized God’s 
providence.  All Americans made great 
sacrifices for the war effort and the people 
of these United States were united in their 
willingness to serve. The rallying cry, “For 
God and country!” truly meant something. 
 

One of the little-known details in that great 
crusade is that the U.S. government 
endorsed giving Heart Shield Bibles to our 
soldiers. These Bibles were purchased by 
family or friends for their loved one and 
then delivered to the soldier. They were 
made to fit in the soldier’s shirt pocket so 
the Word of God would be near the heart of 
the soldier in battle.  FDR had a note from 
himself added in each Bible.  These Bibles 
had a metal cover to aid in stopping a bullet 
in battle, and there are many stories of these 

Continued on page 3 

HEART SHIELD BIBLE 
 

John Phillps received a government issued 
pocket Bible before he shipped off to Europe 
during World War II.  On patrol, trudging knee-
deep in snow in the Battle of the Bulge, Phillips 
found himself in the middle of an ambush.  He 
was shot five times.  Lying in the snow he 
instinctively reached for his heart.  What he 
found was his Bible – with a bullet lodged in it.  
Phillips survived most likely due to the Bible 
shielding his heart.   
 

Many American soldiers were issued Bibles.  
Some came with a metal cover.  Because these 
Bibles were often carried in shirt pockets, they 
are known as “Heart Shield Bibles”.  Inside the 
front cover of these Bibles was a note from 
President Franklin Roosevelt. “As Commander- 
in-Chief, I take pleasure in commending the 
reading of the Bible. Throughout the centuries 
men of many faiths and diverse origins have 
found in the Sacred Book words of wisdom, 
counsel and inspiration.”  The Heart Shield 
Bibles were durable and the source of 
encouragement for many GIs. In John Phillips 
case, the Bible made the difference between life 
and death.                        ~Museum of the Bible 
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End to Covid and flu 
 

When you add someone to our prayer 
list, please provide their address so we 

may send them a card. 
 

Please let us know when it is time to 
remove someone from the list. 

  

Prayer list contact 
Mae Shelton at 804-366-3817 

 

 
 

3  Peyton Smith 
7  Brenda Gilbert 
7  Jo Ann Fickling 
8  Rachel Barnes 
8  Dixie Wood 
8  Sean Stout 
16  Steven French 
19  Belinda Starling 
20  Joshua Abbott 
20  Linda Cornwell 
20  Richard Fickling 
22  Abby Souders 
22  Carol Kratt 
23  Susan Humphreys 

 

February 2             Ed and Carol Kratt 
February 28  Ray and Amy Britt 

 



 
 
POCKET BIBLE 
 

Octavious Moore Williams enlisted in the 
Confederate Army in May 1861 at the age of 
21.  On July 3, 1863 he was injured in the 
battle of Gettysburg during the American 
Civil War.  Records indicate that he had a 
gun shot wound over his spleen.  He was 
also captured by the enemy and taken to 
DeCamp General Hospital on David’s Island 
in New York Harbor. 
 

In October of that same year, Octavious was 
paroled from David’s Island and transferred 
to a Virginia hospital apparently still 
suffering from his vulnus sclopetarium (gun 
shot wound).  On November 10,1863 he was 
finally discharged from the hospital.  There 
are records showing him “present” in the 
Army until December 1864, however no 
discharge papers have been found. 
 

Octavious, the son of Thomas Williams and 
Mary Moore Williams of Northumberland 
County was born in March 1840.  He was 
the great, great, great grandfather of our 
Tiffany Pittman Walston.  Many years ago, 
Tiffany’s great grandmother, Thoedora Maud 
Jett Whaley Shelton gave Tiffany 
Octavious’s pocket Bible.  (photo above) 
 

Although not a Heart Shield Bible, as they 
were not issued until WWII, perhaps this 
Bible saved his life.  You will notice in the 
photo, there is a bullet hole.  The family has 
always wondered the story behind it. 

PASTOR’S CORNER 
Continued from page 1 

 

Bibles doing that, but there are also stories 
about soldiers whose faith was damaged by 
the brutality of war.  Citation after citation 
exists in letters and stories about soldiers 
who witnessed brutality beyond their ability 
to comprehend and the Heart Shield Bible 
was their comfort.  For so many warriors, 
fear, loneliness, heartache, and anger were 
all eased by having the Bible next to their 
heart.   
 

Today, we are in a spiritual battle and having 
the Bible next to our heart is just as 
necessary as it was in the dark days of war.  
Reading your Bible, finding special verses to 
commit to memory and studying the text will 
enhance your knowledge of God and the 
power that He has to calm our fears.  Life is 
a precious gift and having God in your heart 
and His written Word close to your heart will 
make the dark days brighter and the bright 
days spectacular! May the Word of God 
bring you joy, peace and comfort. 
 

Blessings! 
  

 

POCKET BIBLE OF 
OCTAVIOUS MOORE WILLIAMS 
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Above all else, guard your heart, for everything 
you do flows from it. 

Proverbs 4:23 (NIV) 

 
 
 

THE HILL, Morattico Baptist Church 
newsletter is owned and operated by 
YOU.  We want your input.  If you have 
ideas, suggestions, family news, articles or 
photos, submit them to 
newsletter@moratticobaptistchurch.org 
or call Kathy Pittman at (804) 761-2441. 
 
Each month the newsletter has a theme.  
The theme for the following month will be 
noted in each newsletter to give you time 
to prepare a submission if you wish. 
 

Deadline: 
10th of each month 

 
Theme for March: 

 
Charitable Giving 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Sunday: 8:45 am  Sunday School (adult) 
10 am     Sunday Service 

 

Thursday: 6:30 pm Bible Study 
       Dinner & Movie 
  Resumes February 2nd 
 
 
Calendar events: 
 
2nd  Groundhog Day 
5th  MBC Quartet 
12th  Patricia Taylor singing 
14th  Valentine’s Day 
20th  President’s Day 
22nd  Ash Wednesday 


