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When Jan and I walked through the front 
doors of Morattico Baptist Church in 2002, I 
had no idea of her history.  I grew up as a 
member of Kilmarnock Baptist but I don’t 
remember ever hearing about Morattico 
Baptist or the fact that she is the mother of 
Baptist churches in the Northern Neck.  Once 
we became part of the Morattico Baptist 
family several years passed before I realized 
the depth of her roots and her significance in 
Baptist history. 
 

About ten years ago I opened a book that was 
tucked away in my bookcase.  It was a history 
of Morattico Baptist Church that was prepared 
for her 200th anniversary in 1978.  I was 
immediately hooked on finding as much 
information as possible.  Over the years I have 
accumulated many books and articles about 
our church and the pastors who have served 
her.  To immerse yourself in the history of 
Morattico Baptist’s first one-hundred years is 
to read the story of America and the 
importance of faith in God to the growth and 
spiritual maturity of this great nation.  
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The Early Years 
 

Morattico Baptist Church was founded in 
January of 1778.  In the midst of the 
Revolutionary War the fledgling experiment 
that would become the United States of 
America was at the time of her founding a 
loosely bound group of English colonies.  
Each colony had those who believed in 
independence from England and those who 
were loyal to the crown. 
 

Interestingly, the religious climate mirrored 
that sentiment.  There were many who were 
loyal to the church of England and would 
remain so following the birth of the United 
States.  But there were others in the colonies 
who wanted complete independence from the 
English crown and who desperately wanted 
their own, free of the directives and 
encumbrances of a “religious” governing 
body.  It was from this desire for freedom of 
religion that the Baptist denomination grew, 
and it was in Virginia that religious freedom 
was vehemently pursued.  
 

Continued on page 3 
 



 

 

 
Grover Branson 

Page Carlson 
Eddie and Connie Dawson 

David Deitz 
Eleanor Delano 
Tommy Ficklin 

Bill Fletcher 
Becky Frost 
Reese Fugate 
Steve Garcia 
Terri Groh 

Marbary and Virginia Harcum 
Anke Longest 

Shirley McNeal 
Carlton Milstead 
James Newton 

Brian & Mary Kathryn Pendleton and 
baby Patrick 

Timmy Pittman 
Richard, Rosie and Rich Pruett 

Ray Reynolds 
Jonell Robertson 
Sylvia Saunders 
Sandra Scripture 
Chauntea Shield 

William Scott Smith 
Fran Stout 

Janice Walden 
Zayden Williams 

Caregivers 
 

When you add someone to our prayer 
list, please provide their address so we 

may send them a card. 
 

Please let us know when it is time to 
remove someone from the list. 

  

Prayer list contact 
Mae Shelton at 804-366-3817 

 

 
 

3  Jarrett Platsis 
3  Chris Love 
4  Dabne Parrish 
4  Clay Holcomb 
25  Charles Carlson 
29  Ginny Barnes 

 

January 26, 1980 
Ronnie and Debbie Dodson 

 

 
 

NEW PEW BIBLES 
 

New pew Bibles have been ordered to 
coordinate with the new color scheme in the 
church as well as update to the version that 

Richard uses. 
If you would like to help us offset the cost, 

please see Linda Herring. 
For a $25 donation you can have your name 

or a memorial/honorarium placed in the front 
of a Bible. 
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Lewis Lunsford 
 

In the small, rural communities of Virginia, 
the Baptist preachers found fertile soil.  The 
harvest among farmers and fishermen was 
plentiful in communities that had been 
destroyed by the British army and it was in 
the Northern Neck of Virginia where this 
fierce call for independence was loudest.  A 
small band of men, women and children 
gathered in the great room of Morattico Hall 
in Richmond County and took the brave step 
to begin a Baptist church to serve the counties 
of the “Neck.”  Among them was a young 
preacher from Stafford County and his name 
was Lewis Lunsford. 
 

 
 

 

Lewis Lunsford began preaching when he 
was seventeen years old and quickly became 
known for his powerful messages and 
eloquence.  He was given the nickname, “The 
Wonderful Boy” by those who heard him.  
Lunsford is first documented as having 
spoken in the Northern Neck in 1773. His 
ministry at Morattico was truly amazing.  

Continued right 

Lewis Lunsford 
Continued from left 

 

Rev. Lewis Lunsford was pastor of Morattico 
from 1778-1793 and faithfully served the 
churches in his charge for 15 years and on 
journeying through Essex County was 
suddenly stricken and died at the home of Mr. 
Gregory, of Essex County.  He was buried a 
few yards from the house in a quiet and shady 
grove. He was born in 1753 and died in 1793 
at the age of 40 years. 
 

The remains of Lewis Lunsford were removed 
from their resting place in Essex County 
Virginia to Morattico Baptist church where 
they were reintered and the slab that has 
covered them for 82 years placed over the 
remains. The churches of Lebanon, Fairfields 
and Coan placed the slab over the grave in 
1848. It is well preserved and clearly legible. 
The removal of the remains was made at the 
suggestion of Dr. Ryland and several others. 
Rev. H. H. Gibson, of Morattico with the help 
of others carried out the suggestion. 
 

Take a stroll through the Morattico Baptist 
Church Cemetery and pay respects to “The 
Wonderful Boy”, first pastor of our beloved 
church. 

 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON PASTORS contains 
excerpts from a historical article written by 

our pastor, Richard Abbott. 
https://moratticobaptistchurch.org/the-

pastors-of-early-days/ 
To read it in its entirety,  
please visit our website: 

www.moratticobaptistchurch.org 
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This month The Hill is about our early 
pastors. It is the faith and work of these early 
pastors that ensured the success of Morattico 
Baptist Church.   
 

In the 200th anniversary history Dr. William 
Lumpkin wrote this about our church: 
“A final measure of a church concerns the 
susceptibility of that church to change with 
the changing times.  Think of some of the 
changeful times through which Morattico has 
passed: the American revolutionary era, the 
time of the great migration westward to 
Kentucky, the age of the missions 
controversy, the days of doctrinal testing in 
connection with the movement of Alexander 
Campbell, the period of the war between the 
states, the Reconstruction era, and the 
periods of the two World Wars. But 
Morattico has survived all of these times-
along with times of epidemic, of general 
financial panic and local depression. The 
church has adjusted to each crisis and has 
gone on with its ministry. Morattico has 
become ringed with daughter churches, one 
lies less than two miles away. 
 

Under similar conditions, many old country 
churches have simply withered and died. Mill 
Creek Church in Page County, for example, 
has become simply a historical monument, 
the only meeting house built by Baptists in 
Virginia prior to the Revolution by the way, 
which still stands. 
But Morattico lives on, with its concern for 
people, its love of the Gospel, its 
involvement in missions, and its sense of 
instrumentality under God.  There let us say, 
is a measure of greatness indeed: readiness to 
spend and to be spent, the Servant Church.” 
 

Let us continue this wonderful history!  
Blessings and Happy New Year! 
 

CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Kilmarnock Christmas Parade 
 
 
 

 

Angel Tree Elves hard at work! 
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Col. Addison Hall 
 

As important as Lewis Lunsford was to the 
founding and early success of Morattico 
Baptist Church, Addison Hall will forever be 
recognized as one of God’s most faithful and 
dedicated servants of Morattico Baptist and 
his beloved Northern Neck.  Addison Hall’s 
parents were John and Clarissa Hall, who 
were among the first members of the newly 
founded Baptist church.  Addison was the 
oldest of eight children and was born on 
September 3, 1797 in Heathsville. In 1803 
Mr. Hall moved his family to Kilmarnock and 
began a successful mercantile business.  
Young Addison was exposed to the business 
world at an early age, and yet, with the 
outbreak of the War of 1812, his formal 
education was halted.  The British navy 
relentlessly bombarded the shoreline of the 
Northern Neck during the war and starved the 
area of goods during the blockade.  Addison 
left the area for Baltimore, but returned to 
Kilmarnock where he married Susan 
Edmonds in January of 1817.  He professed 
his faith in Christ in 1819 and became a 
member of Morattico Baptist Church.  
 

Hall was active in church life and in 1820 was 
elected clerk of Morattico Baptist.  Addison 
Hall was a natural businessman and opened 
his own mercantile business in Merry Point in 
1821.  He also began to study the law and in 
1824 he passed the Virginia Bar and became 
licensed to practice law in Virginia, all 
without stepping into a classroom. In 1823, in 
the midst of running a business and studying 
the law, Hall was elected to the House of 
Delegates of the Virginia General Assembly.  
 

William H. Kirk and Addison Hall were  
ordained at the same meeting in 1835.   
 

Continued right 

Col. Addison Hall 
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These two men were to become a powerful 
team who would, for the next thirty-five 
years, lead thousands to repentance and 
baptism. Jeremiah Bell Jeter resigned from 
Morattico Baptist Church in 1836 and Hall 
and Kirk were called to Morattico.  Hall 
accepted the call and left a lucrative law 
practice for the purpose of sharing the Good 
News of Jesus Christ.  The minutes of the 
1893 Annual Session of the Rappahannock 
Baptist Association state, “Hall and Kirk 
differed widely in physical and mental 
structure and in temperament. Hall was 
calm, analytical, logical, simple in manner, 
with indifferent delivery.  Kirk was fervid, 
earnest, with full, rotund voice, masterful in 
delivery and often, when at his best, held his 
audience entranced and bathed in tears. 
Rarely have two preachers been better fitted 
each to supply what the other lacked.” 
 

Addison Hall suffered many personal 
tragedies in his lifetime. But one of the 
greatest joy’s of his life was the 
commissioning of his daughter Henrietta as 
the first missionary to China.  In a parting 
letter to his daughter, Hall wrote, “I part 
with you with all the feelings of nature, and 
shall when let down to the feeling point, for 
I am now above it, weep on account of our 
separation; but I assure you that I do not 
regret that you are going.” Hall would not 
see his beloved daughter again, she died in 
childbirth in 1845. 
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Carols and Scripture 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 



       Caring for Your Amaryllis     
 
 

The most popular choice for ordering Christmas flowers this year was the amaryllis. So, you might want to know a 
little bit about it. Amaryllis is the common name for flowers of the genus Hippeastrum of which there are 90 species 
and over 600 hybrids and cultivars. The flower was separated from genus Amaryllis in the early nineteenth century. The 
amaryllis symbolizes determination, beauty, and love.  
 
Once you have enjoyed the magnificent blooms through the holiday, here are the steps to care for your amaryllis which 
is really an easy-care plant (trust me!). The flowers can last several weeks per stem if they are placed in a warm, sunny 
spot but out of direct sunlight, and kept moist (not wet).  
January-March 
 After the amaryllis has bloomed and the blooms have withered trim the stem to about 6 inches above the bulb. Do 

not cut the leaves since they are needed to nourish your plant.  
 
 Those beautiful blooms have depleted the bulb of necessary minerals and nutrients. So, it is necessary to fertilize 

the plant every two to three weeks. I recommend Shultz 10-15-10 liquid plant food as a general plant fertilizer. 
 
 Water your amaryllis on a regular weekly basis. The soil should remain moist not soggy. 
 
 To ensure that the stem stays straight turn the pot occasionally giving equal exposure to the sunlight on all sides.  
 
April-October 
 As the weather starts to warm up, move your amaryllis, still in the pot, to an outdoor location where it will be 

exposed to filtered sunlight. Begin this stage of the plant in a shady location (porches are a great location). 
Gradually move the plant to a sunnier location but avoid direct hot sun.  

  
 Water your flower regularly until end of September (or when the night temperatures drop below 55°F) and find a 

sunny, warm spot for the plant. 
 
 Cut back water gradually until the leaves wither. Stop fertilizing the plant at this point. Cut the leaves as they 

brown to avoid depleting nutrients in the bulb. 
 

 In October begin the rest period for the plant. At this point the soil should be dry since watering was cut back 
gradually beginning in October. Prune all the leaves and store the potted plant in a cool dark place where it can 
remain in a dormant state. 

November-December 
 Around mid-November bring your amaryllis back into the light and give it water.  
 
 Place it in a sunny window and keep the soil moist to restart the process. Give the plant fertilizer every two or 

three weeks. 
 
 Look for a bloom after 4-8 weeks. 
 
 

 
 



 

Morattico Baptist Church 
Richard C. Abbott, Pastor 
924 Morattico Church Road  

Post Office Box 228  
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482 

phone:   804-577-3043 
e-mail:  pastor@moratticobaptistchurch.org  

website:   moratticobaptistchurch.org 
Facebook:  The Morattico Baptist Church 

 

 

 
 

THE HILL, Morattico Baptist Church 
newsletter is owned and operated by 
YOU.  We want your input.  If you have 
ideas, suggestions, family news, articles or 
photos, submit them to 
newsletter@moratticobaptistchurch.org 
or call Kathy Pittman at (804) 761-2441. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Sunday: 8:45 am  Sunday School (adult) 
10 am     Sunday Service 

 

Thursday: 6:30 pm Bible Study 
       Dinner & Movie 
 
Calendar events: 
 
1st  New Year’s Day 
6th  Epiphany 


