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One of the markers of a healthy church is 
her commitment to missions.  The effective 
Christian life is one that accepts and lives 
the mission of Jesus, which is to love the 
Father and to love your neighbor.  
Participating in mission work with young 
people, is undoubtedly among the most 
rewarding activities in which I have 
participated.   There is an unmistakable 
presence of the Holy Spirit in a room filled 
with young people who are sharing 
Scripture and singing in worship.  It is an 
amazing thing to experience, and I have 
missed the opportunity during the last two 
years of the pandemic. 
 

The Baptist General Association of Virginia 
provides youth mission camps through 
Impact Mission Virginia and is the 
organization that we participated with this 
summer.  The program finds homes that 
need repair and allocates adult and youth 
campers to do the jobs needed.  Unlike our 
former camp provider, Impact Mission 
Virginia provides mission opportunities in  
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IMPACT MISSION CAMP VIRGINIA 
 
In late July, a group of teenagers, accompanied 
by Pastor Abbott, left the comfort of their own 
homes and the security of their Morattico 
Baptist Church family to head to Eastville, VA 
on a mission trip.  Through the organization 
Impact Mission Camp Virginia, our youth were 
paired with families in need. 
 

In the sweltering heat, these dedicated young 
men and women performed the tasks of roofing, 
porch repairs, bathroom upgrades, power 
washing, building outdoor steps, and painting, 
just to name a few.  I am sure most of us would 
not be up to such tasks in July, or even in the 
cooler months.  This is a testament to the 
dedication of our youth. 
 

In addition to the task at hand, there was still 
time in the evening for worship, prayer and 
praise.  In the next few pages, you will read 
first hand statements from the five kids from 
MBC that went on this mission – Josh Abbott, 
Landon Reihs, Emma Smith, Martin Smith and 
Abby Souders. 



 

 
 

Page Carlson 
The family of Tyler Crandall 

Carl Dawson 
Doug Davis 

Connie Dawson and family 
The family of Gail Dawson 

Eleanor Delano 
Tommy Ficklin 

Bill Fletcher 
Becky Frost 
Reese Fugate 
Steve Garcia 

Marbary and Virginia Harcum 
Shirley McNeal 
Carlton Milstead 
James Newton 

Christine Shelton Potter 
Richard, Rosie and Rich Pruett 

Jonell Robertson 
Dan Russell 

Sylvia Saunders 
Lee and Sandra Scripture 

Shannon Smith 
William Scott Smith 

Fran Stout 
Janice Walden 

Teachers and other school staff 
College students 

 
Please note when you add someone to 

our prayer list, please provide their 
address so we may send them a card. 

 

Please let us know when it is time to 
remove someone from the list. 

  

Prayer list contact 
Mae Shelton at 804-366-3817 

 
 

1  Charlotte Swaffin 
3  Mary Fletcher 
6  Franklin Parrish 
7  Kendra Simpson 
8  Suzanne Souders 
9  Frances Stout 
9  Edward Kratt 
10  Glenn Fallin 
18  Tiffany Walston 
18  Richard Pruett 
23  David Hudnall 
24  Lincoln Saunders 

 
September 7  Clay and Lisa Holcomb 
September 10 Charlie and Jane Austin 
September 13 Paul and Kim Stout 
September 28 Suzanne and Joe Souders 
September 30 Brian and Ginny Barnes 
 

 
 

In early August we began repairs to the steps 
of the fellowship hall and the roof. 

 

    
 

 



 

At first, I wasn’t sure that I wanted to go on this 
mission trip.  I have a summer job that I really 
enjoy, and I really wanted to stay home.  But I 
changed my mind and I am really glad I did. 
 

My group worked on a home that needed a new 
roof and new steps on the front of the house.  
There was a son and his mother living there and 
the mother died about a month ago and the son 
really needed help. 
 

He was very grateful to have safe steps to his 
front door.  He told my dad that we were the 
answer to his mother’s prayers.   
 

It was hot and dirty work, but I am grateful to 
have been able to go.  I could see God at work 
in what we did, because we helped someone in 
need and I made new friends. 
 

Thank you for allowing us to go to Impact 
Mission Camp. 

~Josh Abbott 

I was able to go to Cape Charles this week 
for a mission trip to help those who are in 
need. I want to thank Morattico Baptist 
Church and Mr. Richard for giving me the 
opportunity to do God's work and to be 
able to grow closer to God.  
 

My work crew consisted of 8 people, three 
of which were Abby, Josh and me. We 
painted sheds, remodeled a bathroom and 
built a porch. The days were long and 
extremely hot and tiring, but God's 
presence kept us going. I was able to see 
God and feel his presence through 
devotions, prayers, worship time, helping 
the people who needed it most, being able 
to endure the heat, and seeing how God 
brought different church groups from 
different parts of Virginia to come together 
and do God's work.  
 

This opportunity has opened my eyes to 
how fortunate I am compared to others. 
Reaching out in God's name has given me 
joy and drawn me even closer to my Lord 
and Saviour. Thank you. 

~Martin Smith 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 



 

I had the privilege to go to the Eastern Shore 
and do mission work. I was in a group with 
Mr. Richard and Landon, along with 6 
others. We did a lot of work, including 
roofing, painting, weeding, and power 
washing for a very nice lady.  
 

Although it was hot, and some days were 
hotter than others, God was still present 
everyday. We were told to see where God 
was throughout the week and to make note 
of it. I saw Him in multiple ways, whether it 
be during evening worship, lunch time 
devotions, or simply listening to other 
peoples stories. I knew He was there with us 
everyday. I felt Him beside me on the 
rooftop in the smoldering heat.  I felt Him 
with me when I was asked to pray, and I felt 
Him with me during the ups and downs of 
the week. His presence was always evident 
and provided me with such joy and 
fulfillment.  
 

I not only want to thank you, Morattico 
Church, for making this trip possible through 
your generous financial support, but also Mr. 
Richard for his guidance, love, and support 
throughout the week. I am praying for a 
similar opportunity next summer to serve 
others in His name. Thank you.  

~Emma Smith 

During our time on the Eastern Shore, we 
helped a family re-shingled a roof, build a 
new bathroom floor, and a small deck. We 
worked in a small neighborhood where 
everyone new each other, which was really 
nice to see.  
 
Our group worked well together, and even 
finished our work early. It was nice learning 
new ways to grow in my connection with 
God.  Being in an environment meeting and 
connecting with likeminded people really 
helped me in that. I enjoyed meeting the 
homeowners and learning their story, as 
well and meeting and connecting with new 
people.  
 
It was a great experience overall, and I 
learned a lot of new things and met a lot of 
new people. 

~Abby Souders 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

ABOUT IMPACT MISSION CAMP VIRGINIA 
 

Impact is a youth-oriented construction-based mission camp 
primarily for students who have finished grades 6-12. 
 

The Work 
The work of the mission teams at Impact will result in 
homeowners having safer, dryer and warmer housing. Roofing, 
painting, deck repair, plumbing and electrical repairs are made by 
the students with the guidance of contractors and crew chiefs. 
 

The Partnership 
In each locality, Impact is hosted by local churches and 
associations of churches. Community leaders band together to 
ensure the mission carries forward long after our teams go home.  
Churches and schools provide lunches and lodging for the 
campers and the BGAV Disaster Response Team does the 
cooking and serving of breakfast and dinner. 
 

The Relationship 
Impact Mission Camps help foster relationships. We take care of 
the logistics so you can focus on relationships with students, 
encourage their relationship with God, and we want to support 
you in your ministry. 
For all camps, students will receive personal devotions to 
complete before, during, and after camp. Church groups also 
receive Bible studies to complete before camp with additional 
devotion for follow-up. 
Each night, we’ll provide devotions for your group that tie into 
the pastor’s message from evening worship.  Impact wants to 
make sure that students are constantly reflecting on how God is 
moving while they are at camp and aren’t just driving nails 
without thinking about why they do it. 
Adult leaders are required to attend with each group, and we want 
to encourage their participation, too!  
 

The Goal 
Our goal is to see this one-week experience as a springboard, 
preparing your students for what God can do through your group 
when you go back home. 
 
 
 

 



 

THE FLOWER BOX 
 

Flowers for the Sanctuary were provided for the 
month of July 2022 by: 

 July 3rd and 10th 
The Flower Committee to the glory of 
God and in thanks and gratitude for this 
great nation, Happy Birthday America 

 July 17th 
Timmy and Kathy Pittman for the birth 
of their grandson, Colter Timothy 
Walston who was born July 8th to 
Johnny and Tiffany Walston.  

 July 24th and 31st  
Timmy and Kathy Pittman in honor of 
the MBC mission trip 
Terri, Tom, Amy, Ray, Lily and Landon 
wishing Janet Smith a Happy Birthday. 
 

Please consider supporting the Flower 
Committee by providing flowers for a Sunday 

service. 
Email Anita Hart directly at 

flowers@moratticobaptistchurch.org if you wish 
to provide flowers or have questions about the 

process. 

Baptism Sunday  
September 18, 2022 
 

Our morning worship service on 
September 18th will be held at the home of 
Brenda Gilbert.  We will have a worship 
service at 10 am with music and scripture 
and we will offer baptism in Dividing 
Creek.   
We will share a short time of fellowship 
following the service.  More details will 
follow in the coming weeks!   

I was a part of the blue team, my team 
consisted of Emma and Mr. Abbott. We got 
there on Monday and we were very hesitant 
about the house because we heard of all the 
roofing problems that had to be solved. In the 
end it was all worth it because God helped us 
get through every situation we had. Even 
when the heat was making us not want to 
work, especially due to the humidity on the 
top of the roof in the afternoon with the 
blazing hot sun.  
 

After we finished the roof on Monday and 
Tuesday, we worked on interior design. We 
helped paint the ceiling, we put up drywall 
and even put vinyl flooring in. And yes even 
though it was an odd choice, we painted the 
interior of her house purple.  
 

After we finished our house we helped finish 
the deck of the other group who moved on to 
work on a two story house. After we finished 
that deck we were told we had one more 
house to do. It was a mobile home in a mobile 
home trailer park. Some people worked on the 
outside and helped build stairs and a deck. My 
job was to put in a new vanity and a toilet.  
 

I would say the best part of this experience 
was having worship sessions and nightly 
devotionals. After that we would have free 
time, with my free time I would talk with  
people from other churches and hear their 
stories and learn more about where they’re 
from and what they do during the school year. 
 

One thing I learned is to not take my life, 
where I live, and the community of the 
Northern Neck for granted. Thank you.  
 

~Landon Reihs 
 

 



  

 
 

2022 RECIPIENTS 
 

Jordan Abbott – University of Lynchburg 
Alisa Hart - Northern VA Community College  
Emily McManamey - Liberty University 
Ethan McManamey - Virginia Tech  
Thomas Neal - James Madison University 
Lily Reighs - Wofford College  
Blair Smith - James Madison University 
Blake Smith - Virginia Tech  
Emma Smith - William & Mary  
Abigail Souders - James Madison University 
 

Blessings to all as they head off to college.  
Please know that your church family is 

praying for you. 
 

 
 

Front Row: (l to r) Tom Neale, Blake Smith, 
Lily Reihs, Blair Smith 

Back row: (l to r) Emma Smith, Jordan 
Abbott, Abby Souders 

Not pictured: Emily McManamey, Ethan 
McManamey, and Alisa Hart 
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Virginia only, and that is a wonderful thing 
from a logistical perspective and from a 
deep-seated desire to serve our fellow 
Virginians.   
 

During the last week of July, our Morattico 
Baptist youth departed for Eastville on the 
Eastern Shore.  Eastville is in Northampton 
county which is among the poorest counties 
in Virginia. Northampton county is very 
similar to Lancaster and Northumberland 
with a population of just over 12 thousand 
residents.  Per capita income is around 
$31,000 as compared to $48,000 in 
Lancaster. In Northampton county almost 
20% of the population lives at or below the 
poverty level while 10% in Lancaster lives 
below the poverty level.  It’s an agricultural 
and seafood driven economy and as we 
know, both are difficult industries to 
maintain employment and income.  As a 
result, there are many people in need within 
Northampton county.  
 

During our week there, our youth did 
amazing work! They found time to be in the 
presence of the Lord in worship and it work.  
We served a people in need, and it was an 
incredibly valuable experience for our youth 
and the people we served. 
 

Mission work is very important to the health 
of our church, and you are never too old to 
do the work of the Lord.  Please pray for our 
young people that they will continue to seek 
opportunities to serve their neighbor and 
also pray that God will lead you to serve.  
Bring your thoughts, prayers and ideas to 
MBC and let’s get to work! 
 

Blessings! 
 



 

 

  

Morattico Baptist Church 
Richard C. Abbott, Pastor 
924 Morattico Church Road  

Post Office Box 228  
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482 

phone:   804-577-3043 
e-mail:  pastor@moratticobaptistchurch.org  

website:   moratticobaptistchurch.org 
Facebook:  The Morattico Baptist Church 

 

 
 

THE HILL, Morattico Baptist Church 
newsletter is owned and operated by 
YOU.  We want your input.  If you have 
ideas, suggestions, family news, articles or 
photos, submit them to 
newsletter@moratticobaptistchurch.org 
or call Kathy Pittman at (804) 761-2441. 
 
Each month the newsletter has a theme.  
The theme for the following month will be 
noted in each newsletter to give you time 
to prepare a submission if you wish. 
 

Deadline: 
10th of each month 

 

Theme for : 
 

Operation Christmas Child 

 
 

Weekly events: 
 

Sunday: 8:45 am   Adult Sunday chool 
10 am      Sunday Service 

 
Thursday: 6:45 pm Bible Study 

Dinner and a Movie 
 

Special events/music: 
 

Sept. 3 Communion 
Sept. 17 Baptism Sunday  

@Brenda Gilbert’s house 
Sept. 14 NN Rotary Club Breakfast 
  Hosted by MBC 
Sept. 15 Business Meeting 
 

Calendar events: 
Sept. 5 Labor Day 
Sept. 11 Grandparents Day 
Sept. 22 Autumn begins 


