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Many years ago, when I was a pre-teen, I ate 
my first fresh fig.  I don’t remember whose 
yard I was in, or even where it was, but I 
remember my friend plucking one from the 
tree and handing it to me.  It looked strange 
and foreign. I wasn’t sure that I wanted to eat 
it.  But he showed me how to take the outer 
skin from the fig, and there I experienced my 
first fresh fig.  To say that I liked it would be 
an understatement.  I loved it! From that 
moment, I was a fan of the fig.  Fig Newton’s 
became one of my favorite cookies.  I once 
had fig preserves given to me and I believe I 
ate the jar in one sitting.   
 

When we consider the fig in a Biblical 
context, there are many ways in which it is 
used as a symbol.  Old Testament scholars 
note that the fig often symbolizes Israel and 
God’s blessing upon His nation.  Many 
Biblical scholars believe that the tree spoken 
of in the Garden of Eden in Genesis 3 was a 
fig tree, not an apple tree.  The prophet Joel 
speaks specifically of the fig tree in his 
description of the locust invasion in Joel 1:12.  
 

Continued on page 5 

THE FIG IN THE BIBLE 
 

 Figs were first mentioned very early in 
Scripture.  Right from the beginning, actually.  
Figs are the one fruit we know was present in 
the garden of Eden.  How do we know?  Adam 
and Eve used fig leaves to cover themselves 
after sinning.  This is the beginning of the fig 
tree being used as a symbol in the Bible. 
 

So what does the fig represent?  Throughout 
Scripture, we see figs or the fig tree as a 
barometer of the health or status of the nation 
of Israel.  Figs are compared to blessings.  Just 
as the rich flavor and sweetness of the fig 
bless the taste buds and body, the 
tree represents the sweet things in life.  Figs 
stand as a symbol of prosperity, well-being, 
and security.  We see this in relation to the 
Israelites during the time of Moses. 
 

In Deuteronomy 8, the Lord describes the land 
as good and overflowing with abundant 
provision.  One of the seven foods listed is 
figs.  The theme of figs serving as a symbol 
for blessings is found throughout the Old 
Testament.   

Continued on page 4 



 

 
 

Page Carlson 
Carl Dawson 

Connie Dawson and family 
The family of Gail Dawson 

Eleanor Delano 
Tommy Ficklin 

Bill Fletcher 
Becky Frost 
Reese Fugate 
Steve Garcia 

Marbary and Virginia Harcum 
Holly Whaley King 

Shirley McNeal 
Carlton Milstead 
James Newton 

Christine Shelton Potter 
Jonell Robertson 

Dan Russell 
Sylvia Saunders 

Lee and Sandra Scripture 
William Scott Smith 

Fran Stout 
Janice Walden 

The town of Tappahannock 
Youth Missions 

 

Please note when you add someone to our 
prayer list, please provide their address so 

we may send them a card. 
 

Please let us know when it is time to 
remove someone from the list. 

  

Prayer list contact  
Mae Shelton at 804-366-3817 

 

 
 
 

4  David Humphreys 
5  Karen Harcum 
9  Landon Reihs 
14  Mae Shelton 
14  Marie Goode 
14  Marbary Harcum 
14  Carolyn Walker 
20   Connie Hudnall 
20  Pete Stout 
23  Sylvia Saunders 
24  Charla Compton 
25  Angie Haynie 
26  Betty Christopher 
27  Rich Pruitt 
31  Callie Souders 
31  Kelli Sullivan 
 
August 4, 1990 Kathy and Timmy Pittman 
 

August 11 Michael and Darlene 
Nonnemacker 

 

August 16, 1975 Ned and Marie Goode 
 

August 21 Jo Ann and Richard 
Fickling 

 

 

Monday, August 1st  2:00 to 5:00 pm 
Sunday, August 7th 2:00 to 4:00 pm 

DETAILS ON PAGE 6 
APPOINTMENT REQUIRED 



 
  

THE LIFE CYCLE OF THE FIG 
 

Fig trees have no visible flowers. At first one 
might think that they are wind pollinated.  A 
fig is actually the stem of an inflorescence, 
very enlarged and fleshy, that surrounds the 
tiny flowers inside. The crunchy little things 
that you notice when eating a fig are the 
seeds, each corresponding to one flower. Such 
a unique flower requires a unique pollinator. 
All fig trees are pollinated by very small 
wasps of the family Agaonidae. 
 

Fig trees are tropical plants with numerous 
species around the world. There are just two 
species native to the United States: the 
Florida strangler fig (Ficus aurea) and the 
shortleaf fig also called giant bearded fig or 
wild banyan tree (Ficus citrifolia). Each 
requires the services of one species of wasps. 
These tiny wasp pollinators are so small and 
insignificant and so well hidden most of their 
lives that they go unnoticed.  
 

When the female flowers inside the immature  
Continued right 

Continued from left 
 

fruit are ready for pollination the fig emits 
an enticing aroma that attracts only female 
wasps of the specific type for that tree. The 
wasp finds the fig by its scent and struggles 
to get inside through the small opening at 
the end of the fig. It is such a tight passage 
that the wasp usually loses its wings and 
pieces of antennae. It does not matter 
because it will never need them again. It 
runs around the interior of the fruit visiting 
many flowers, laying its eggs inside the 
future seeds that will nourish its progeny 
and also spreading the pollen collected from 
the previous fig where it was born. This 
pollen will allow all seeds to grow, not just 
the ones where it has deposited eggs. The 
ovary of some flowers is safely out of reach 
of the wasp, so it can’t lay its eggs in them 
and those seeds can reach maturity. Having 
fulfilled her life's mission the female wasp 
dies inside the fig. 

Continued on page 4 



 
 
  

THE FLOWER BOX 
 

Flowers for the Sanctuary for the month 
of June 2022 were provided by: 

The Flower Committee  
Wishing everyone a blessed summer. 

 
 

Please consider supporting the Flower 
Committee by providing flowers for a 
Sunday service.  Email Anita Hart directly 
at flowers@moratticobaptistchurch.org if 
you wish to provide flowers or have 
questions about the process. 
 

Thank you, The Flower Committee 
 

 

THE LIFE CYCLE OF THE FIG 
Continued from page 3 

 

The eggs become grubs that grow inside the 
seeds. After completing their full development 
in a few weeks they emerge from inside the 
seeds. The males emerge first and start 
looking for females to mate with. They are 
smaller than the females and don’t even have 
wings; they will never fly. After mating they, 
like their mother, die inside the fig that was 
their home all their lives. When the females 
emerge they are already fertilized and ready to 
find another fig in which to lay their eggs. At 
this point, the male flowers inside the fig are 
ripe and loaded with pollen. Before 
abandoning their home the females will 
remember to take a supply of such pollen to 
carry to the next fig. 
 

This incredible partnership requires a very 
fine tuning and synchronicity on the part of 
the plant and of the pollinator. It is often 
mentioned as a fine example of coevolution. 
 

~U S Forest Service 

 
 

Johnny and Tiffany Pittman Walston are 
pleased to announce the birth of their first 
child, Colter Timothy Walston.  Colter was 
born on July 8th and weighed 6 lbs. 15 ozs.  
The family is doing well.  Colter is the 
grandson of Timmy and Kathy Pittman. 
 

 

THE FIG IN THE BIBLE 
Continued from page 1 

 

And contrarily, as a symbol of warning, 
destruction, and failure.  When fig trees are 
thriving and producing fruit, the Israelite 
nation is thriving and living in obedience to 
the Lord.  Full, vibrant, fruitful fig trees are 
symbols of a healthy, vibrant, faithful people.  
Empty, sick, barren fig trees are symbols of 
ill, suffering, sinful people. 

 



 

PASTOR’S CORNER 
continued from page 1 

In the New Testament, Jesus used figs in 
parables as in Luke 13: 6-9.  In Matthew 
11: 12-25 we read the story of Jesus’ 
cursing of a fig tree that wasn’t bearing 
fruit.  Even in Revelation, John uses the 
fig in Revelation 6:12-13 where he 
describes the stars falling from the sky 
like figs from a tree.  It is one of the 
many complexities within the Bible, 
where God’s Holy Word speaks of the 
great symbolism of a humble item.   
 

The fig is not a beautiful fruit, its’ tree 
isn’t majestic and colorful, yet it remains 
one of the greatest symbols of the fruit of 
Gods Spirit.  This simple tree that blends 
into the background of life, a tree that is 
mostly unseen until the season upon 
which it bears fruit, is the tree that God 
chose to share the gift of His Spirit.  As 
Paul wrote to the church in Galatia, 
chapter 5 verse 6, “For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision nor uncircumcision 
has value. The only thing that counts is 
faith expressing itself through love.”  The 
fig is humble fruit from a humble tree, 
yet it is full of great value to our body 
and our spirit.  Christ knew the value of 
the fig, and He certainly knows your 
value in His Kingdom.  Share your spirit 
of love, humbly, as the fig tree and God 
will bless you and keep you.  Be the fruit 
of the Spirit!  Blessings!! 
 

 

 
 

Dear Friends at Morattico Baptist Church: 
 

As you all know, I have been in Detroit, MI for 
the last 12 months earning my Master of Science 
in Medical Dosimetry.  It is by far one of the most 
challenging things I have ever done.  There were 
many days when I didn't know whether I would 
make it or not.  It was a blessing I was away from 
home because I was void of all distractions.  It 
gave me the ability to work 18 hours days, 
although that still didn't feel like enough time.  I 
don't remember college being this hard 25 years 
ago.  Then again, it was 25 years ago, LOL.   
 

I want to thank your entire congregation for 
praying for me often.  Knowing that I was 
covered in prayer is what got me through 
this.  Please continue to pray for me as I have two 
big hurdles left.  The first is to find a job within a 
reasonable distance from my home.  And the 
second is to pass my board exam in January.  I 
will still be studying for quite some time.  Again, 
my sincere heartfelt thanks to every single one of 
you. 

Love, 
Holly Whaley King 

 

~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~ 
 

Dear Musicians and Singers: 
 

A BIG thank you to all who provide music on 
Sundays for MBC worship services.  Your talents 
are amazing!   It is a lot of hard work bringing us 
your gift of music – hours of practice, travel time, 
set up and break down of all the equipment.  
Please know it is appreciated by ALL !! 

Love, 
The Congregation of Morattico Baptist Church 



 

Morattico Baptist Church 
Richard C. Abbott, Pastor 
924 Morattico Church Road  

Post Office Box 228  
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482 

phone:   804-577-3043 
e-mail:  pastor@moratticobaptistchurch.org  

website:   moratticobaptistchurch.org 
Facebook:  The Morattico Baptist Church 

 

 
 

THE HILL, Morattico Baptist Church 
newsletter is owned and operated by 
YOU.  We want your input.  If you have 
ideas, suggestions, family news, articles or 
photos, submit them to 
newsletter@moratticobaptistchurch.org 
or call Kathy Pittman at (804) 761-2441. 
 

Deadline: 
10th of each month 

 

 
 

Weekly events: 
 

Sunday: 8:45 am  Sunday School (adult) 
10 am     Sunday Service 

 

Thursday: 7 pm     6:30 pm Bible Study 
       Dinner & Movie 
 
Special events/music: 
 

August 1st Directory photos by appt 
August 7th Directory photos by appt 
 

 
 

Monday, August 1st  2:00 to 5:00 pm 
Sunday, August 7th 2:00 to 4:00 pm 

 

Appointment required 
 

Appointments are every ten minutes 
Photos will be taken in the fellowship hall 

Enter thru the sanctuary to sign in 
 

To schedule – text or call Terri Groh at 
804-436-6874   (text is preferred) 

  


