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Easter is the season of hope. Christ’s 
resurrection gives us proof of our invitation 
into God’s Kingdom. This is the foundation 
upon which our faith is built. With the empty 
tomb comes the knowledge and proof that 
Jesus is the Son of God, our risen Savior.  
 
The April edition of The Hill is all about 
Pysanky – the art of the Ukrainian Easter Egg.  
We developed the monthly theme twelve 
months ago, well before Ukraine was invaded. 
As you learn about these special Easter 
mementos let us pray continually for the 
innocent lives lost, for the surviving family 
members, for the millions of refugees, and 
especially for the children of Ukraine. It is for 
these that the resurrection is most meaningful.  
It is for all of us that God raised His Son, so 
that we may have comfort and peace in all 
situations.   
 
May you be richly blessed during this Holy 
Season and every day to follow. 
 

PYSANKY 
 

Easter is a time of rebirth, of Christ’s 
ascension into heaven - of new life.  
 

In many cultures around the Old World the 
egg has been the symbol of new life.  While its 
beginning was in Pagan rituals, as Christianity 
spread across the continents the egg became 
the symbol of Christ’s ascension or new life.  
Each culture decorated the eggs with figures 
and colors, each with special meanings. 
 

Some of the most beautifully decorated eggs 
were those of the Ukraine.  Their art was 
called Pysanky.  Using a special stylus called a 
kistka, the women of each village would spend 
the days of Lent drawing their own special 
designs in bees wax on raw eggs.  The first 
color always was the white of the eggshell.  
White stood for innocence and purity.  Then 
the egg would be dipped into the first dye, 
usually yellow, which stood for hospitality and 
youthfulness.  Then again the bees wax would 
further add to the design before adding another 
color.   
 

Continued on page 4 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

MEET THE MEMBERS 
The Souders Family 
 
Suzanne and Joe Souders met in Vail, 
Colorado in December of 1991.  They were 
both working at the ski resort, Joe coming 
out with friends from his beloved Oklahoma 
and Suzanne on a break from Colorado State 
staying with her mother.  Joe ended up 
finishing school at Oklahoma State in 
Restaurant Management and Suzanne at 
CSU and grad school at DU with a Masters 
in Social Work.  Two opposites managed to 
meet and marry in September of 1997. 
 

After living in Denver, they moved to the 
NN in June 2003.  Suzanne’s grandfather 
bought the Bay Breeze Deli in Kilmarnock 
and this brought them to area.  Suzanne was 
able to be close to her grandparents, Dad 
and stepmom, but missing her Mom in 
Colorado.  Abby was born in February of 
2003 before they moved here. The deli had 
not worked out so they were thinking of 
moving back to Colorado, but (surprise!) 
Callie was on the way.  Suzanne had also 
gotten a job at RGH in Bridges as a Social 
Worker so the Souders ended up staying.  
Callie was born in August of 2005.   

 

The family began to attend Morattico at the 
invitation of Janet Smith.  Abby and Emma 
were in kindergarten together and became 
fast friends.   
 

Continued on page 3 

 
 

Our pastor and his family 
Ruby Abbott 

William Ashburn 
Page and Charles Carlson 

Gail Dawson 
Eleanor Delano 

Dan Ficklin 
Bill Fletcher 
Reese Fugate 

Marbary and Virginia Harcum 
Amy James 

Holly Whaley King 
Shirley McNeal 
Carlton Milstead 
James Newton 

Richard and Rosie Pruett 
Dennis Saunders 

Lee and Sandra Scripture 
William Scott Smith 

Fran Stout 
The People of Ukraine 

Please note when you add someone to our 
prayer list, please provide their address so we 

may send them a card. 
  

Prayer list contact  
Mae Shelton at 804-366-3817 

 



 

THE FLOWER BOX 
 

Remember: Take your lily home after service 
on Easter Sunday to enjoy the blooms until 
they fade. Then plant them in the garden and 
enjoy the blooms next summer. Start your 
collection this year or continue to add to your 
established group of lilies from previous years. 
These lilies are practically fool proof beauties. 
So, if you were less than successful with 
poinsettias, lilies can restore that luster on your 
green thumb.  (see article below) 
 

Thank you for supporting the Easter Flower 
campaign for 2022. 

 

The Flower Committee 

 

The Souders Family 
Continued from page 2 

 
The girls were also active in the church, 
thanks again to Janet.  The Souders have 
always felt welcomed at MBC and it has 
been a blessing in their lives.  Abby is now 
a freshman at JMU and Callie is a Junior in 
high school at Saint Marys School in 
Raleigh.  Joe works in the kitchen at Christ 
Church School.  Suzanne is still at RGH 
but also has her own practice as a therapist.  
They are celebrating 25 years together in 
September and are working on the concept 
of accepting the empty nest! 
 

Caring for Easter Lilies 
 
If you have a nice sunny spot in your garden 
where you want to plant them, you may plant 
them directly into the ground now. They will 
go through their normal cycle of fading and 
gradually disappearing below the ground. The 
bulbs will continue to be fed as long as the 
leaves remain, so don’t cut them back too 
soon. This is the most successful way to enjoy 
them year after year. 
 
Perhaps you do not know exactly where you 
wish to place the bulbs, you can hold them in 
their pots until the plants fade back naturally. 
Once the leaves begin to yellow and whither, 
gradually reduce the watering until the plant 
has died back.  Remove the bulbs from the pot 
by gently brushing off the soil. Allow the 
bulbs to dry completely for 1 to 2 weeks. Then 
keep the bulbs in a cool dry place until fall. 
Then plant the bulbs in a sunny location about 
4-6 inches deep. In the spring you will see the 
leave begin to peek above the ground in the 
following March. 
 

IT’S HERE, IT’S HERE!! 
 

 

After many, many hours of hard work 
by our Cookbook Committee, the 

cookbooks are here!   
On sale now - Sunday mornings or 

from any committee member 
$17.50 each 

 

Cookbook Committee: 
Jane Austin, Page Carlson, Brenda 

Crowther, Debbie Dodson, Jo Ann Fickling, 
Roxanne Fisher, Brenda Gilbert, Linda 

Herring, Mae Shelton 



  

PYSANKY 
Continued from page 1 

 

This process would go on through each 
color: green for new hope and growth, 
orange for strength and endurance, red for 
happiness and passion, until the final color 
which would either dark blue for good 
health and life, purple for faith and patience, 
or black for hope and eternity.  After the 
final color was applied, the wax would be 
melted, revealing the beautiful egg.  One 
egg might easily take two or more hours to 
complete. 
   
These eggs were meant to be given as gifts 
on Easter morning. The designs were meant 
to convey messages to the recipient.  A 
young women might receive an egg with 
flowers and a continuing band of a wavy 
line.  The message being a wish of long life 
of beauty, elegance and wisdom.  While a 
young man might receive an egg decorated 
with deer, rams, or horses with a band of 
oak leaves around the egg,  The message to 
him would be a life of prosperity, virility, 
and strength.  Birds meant fertility, wheat 
meant health and good harvest.  Fish and 
crosses meant a Christian life. 
 
There are many legends that go with the 
Ukrainian eggs.  To give them away was 
meant to bring good fortune to the giver.  A 
basket of eggs in one’s home was a 
protection from fire and evil.  My favorite 
legend is that as long as someone in the 
world is practicing Psyanky evil cannot take 
over the world.  With all that is going on in 
our world today, let’s hope someone is 
keeping this beautiful art alive.   
 

If you would like to try Pysanky go to: 
www.ukrainiangiftshop.com 

 
Article by: 

Jean Jordan 

 
 

Easter 2021, I took my mother and her cousin, 
Jean Jordan to Bryce Resort for a little get-a-
way weekend.  Upon arrival, Jean presented us 
with the most beautiful “thank you” gifts.  
They were real eggs, painted in the most 
vibrant colors and drawings of great detail.  I 
asked Jean “how in the world did you do 
this?”.  That is when she explained Pysanky -  
the art of the Ukrainian Easter Egg.  I was in 
awe and asked her if she would write an article 
for my church newsletter next Easter. 
 

Here we are, Easter 2022 and this article is 
debuting.  I find it interesting that the theme of 
the newsletter which was chosen a year ago, is 
based on a country that we are all now praying 
for.  It is nice to learn something interesting 
and positive about a country that is currently in 
so much distress. 
 

I hope as you read this issue of The Hill and 
each time you pass by it on your coffee table or 
kitchen counter, you take a moment to stop and 
pray for the people of Ukraine. 
 

 
 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 16TH 
9:00 AM 

 

Followed by a hayride to the 
Barnes’ farm 

(adults welcome) 



                          
 

 
 

                                      
 

These beautiful eggs were created by artist Jean Jordan 



 

Morattico Baptist Church 
Richard C. Abbott, Pastor 
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THE HILL, Morattico Baptist Church 
newsletter is owned and operated by 
YOU.  We want your input.  If you have 
ideas, suggestions, family news, articles or 
photos, submit them to 
newsletter@moratticobaptistchurch.org 
or call Kathy Pittman at (804) 761-2441. 
 
Each month the newsletter has a theme.  
The theme for the following month will be 
noted in each newsletter to give you time 
to prepare a submission if you wish. 
 

Deadline: 
10th of each month 

 

Theme for May: 
 

MBC Cookbook 
Heart & Soul 
From the Hill 

 
 

Weekly events: 

Sunday: 10 am     Sunday Service 
Thursday: 7 pm     Facebook Bible Study 
       (ending soon) 
Calendar events: 
 

April 10th Palm Sunday 
April 14th Maunday Thursday Service 7pm 
April 15th Good Friday 
April 16th Easter Egg Hunt 9am followed 
  by hayride to Barnes Farm 
April 17th Easter  
April 22nd Earth Day 
May 1st Adult Bible Study begins 8:45 am 
May 5th Thursday Evening Bible Study  

w/light dinner – The Chosen 

 
1  Melinda Lewis 
1  Ronald Hudson 
4  Eddie Dawson 
5  Richard Abbott 
6  Matthew Grigsby 
6  Justin Hudnall 
15  Lindy Jett 
16  Jessica Barefoot 

 

April 5, 1975 Tom and Terri Groh 
 


