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February is a “weird” month, isn’t it?  It’s the 
shortest month of the year, but the typical 
cold, snowy weather makes it seem much 
longer.  And this coldest month of the year 
was chosen to be the time we celebrate love!  
Valentine’s Day is a time to celebrate the love 
we share with another person.  Greeting card 
companies, candy companies and restaurants 
look forward to Valentine’s Day with great 
anticipation, while husbands and boyfriends 
look to it with gut wrenching anxiety. 
 

I can still remember how I dreaded 
Valentine’s Day when Jan and I were first 
married.  I consider myself to be a fairly 
romantic guy, but for days beforehand I would 
second guess my gift choice or wonder if I 
had adequately planned an appropriate 
celebration.  There’s a lot of stress involved 
with “young love” on such a meaningful day!! 
 

Of course, now that we have over thirty years 
together, we have happily settled on take out 
and paper plates.  The pressure is 
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Church Attendance Facts 
 
According to Pewresearch.org, Virginia is the 
14th most religious state overall.  60% of 
Virginians say religion is important in their 
lives.  44% attend worship services weekly and 
60% pray daily.   
 
The top five states that report attending worship 
services at least weekly are: 
#1 Utah 
#2 Alabama 
#3 Tennessee 
#4 Mississippi 
#5 South Carolina 
 
Several New England states report as attending 
church the least, these include Massachusetts, 
Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont. 
 

 

And let us not neglect our meeting together, as 
some people do, but encourage one another, 
especially now that the day of his return is 
drawing near. 

Hebews 10:25 
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THE FLOWER BOX 
 

A Beautiful Way to Add Color to 
Winter Days 

 

Forcing spring bulbs is an easy way to bring 
color to your winter table or window. Try one 
or try several kinds of bulbs to force. The 
beauty of a flower is God’s gift to all. 
 
Choosing Bulbs for Forcing: 
Spring blooming bulbs are more popular for 
bulb forcing.  Some popular spring bulbs to 
force and what they symbolize are:  

Daffodils:  
rebirth, prosperity, happiness, hope, 
positivity, harmony;  
Amaryllis:  
strength and self-confidence 
Paperwhites (Narcissus):  
unrequited love (as definitions of 
narcissism, egotism, and selfishness)  
Hyacinth:  
playfulness  
Tulips:  
perfect love 
Crocus:  
youthfulness and cheerfulness. 

 
Preparing Bulbs for Forcing: 
Try to find bulbs that have been prepared for 
forcing. Visit Brent and Becky’s in Gloucester 
or Farm and Home in Kilmarnock to find bulbs 
ready to force. Preparing bulbs that have not 
gone through a pre-chill process requires 
placing them in a cold place, between 35 and 
45-degrees F for 10 to 12 weeks such as a 
refrigerator or unheated space in the house. 
Choose flower bulbs for forcing that are plump 
and firm. The larger the flower bulb, the bigger 
the bloom will be. 
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How to Force a Bulb to Bloom in Water 
You can purchase specific vases called 
forcing vases to grow your flower bulb 
indoors. These are vases that have a short, 
narrow necks and wide mouths. They allow 
the flower bulb to sit with only its roots in 
the water. Or you can also use a bowl filled 
with pebbles. Bury the bulbs halfway into 
the pebbles, with the points facing up.  
Fill the vase or the bowl with water so that 
the lower quarter of the flower bulb is in the 
water. Make sure that the vase or bowl 
always has water.  
 
How to Force a Bulb Inside in Pots and 
Soil Flower  
Bulbs can also be forced inside in pots 
filled with a light potting mix. Plant the 
flower bulbs you will be forcing half to 
three-quarters of the way deep into the pot. 
Water the bulbs and keep the soil moist. 
Flowers bring joy all year. Forcing bulbs 
for early blooms is easy and will add such 
color to your winter days.  

~Anita Hart 
 
The Flower Committee wishes everyone 
a Happy Healthy Blooming New Year! 

 
 
 
 



 
 
As church attendance numbers fade across 
the nation and online services become very 
convenient, it’s important to remember why 
church attendance for you and your family 
matters so much. 
 

You can’t serve from your sofa.  You can’t 
have community of faith on your sofa.  You 
can’t experience the power of a room full of 
believers worshipping together on your sofa. 
 

Christians aren’t consumers.  We are 
contributors.  We don’t watch.  We engage.  
We give. We sacrifice.  We encourage.  We 
pray by laying hands on the hurting.  We do 
life together. 
 

The church needs you and you need the 
church. 
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off to provide that special and memorable 
Valentine’s Day because we have grown to 
understand that every day should be 
Valentine’s Day. Ahh, if only it were that 
easy.  Each and every day is an opportunity 
to show the person that you love, just how 
meaningful they are to you.  Yet, we often 
neglect that piece of the relationship when 
careers take first place, children’s needs 
replace your spouse’s needs and the act of 
living overwhelms our ability to show 
extraordinary love.  It happens in almost 
every relationship, except in our relationship 
with Christ. 
 

God offers us His steadfast love, no matter 
what distractions we place in front of Him.  
God is there when our jobs consume us, God 
is there when life gets difficult and God is 
there when we aren’t paying enough attention 
to our spouse.  The Apostle Paul frequently 
wrote about the presence of God’s love and 
the wonderful truth that we cannot be 
separated from His love.  So, as we embark 
on the journey called February with the ups 
and downs of weather as well as the 
celebration of love, remember that 
Valentine’s Day has different meanings and 
emotions to different people. 
 

Also, remember that you are loved no matter 
what “condition” you find your life to be in. 
The unmistakable truth of Valentine’s Day is 
that each and everyone of us is loved and God 
shows us just how deeply we are loved in a 
beautiful greeting card, your Bible.  Open it 
on Valentine’s Day and read the Gospel of 
John, and feel the love of God that surrounds 
you.  
 

Blessings! 
 



 
  

Meet the members: 
(pictured above) 

Jo Ann Fickling was born and raised in 
Prince William Co. VA.  Dick Fickling was 
born in Northfield, NJ but grew up in 
Columbia, South Carolina.  They met while 
working for IBM and were married on 
August 21, 1992.  Their combined families 
we have six children, ten grandchildren and 
nine great grandchildren.   
 

Sharing the love of the water. they were 
regular sailors on the Chesapeake Bay.  
They bought a ‘weekend’ home on the 
water in Weems many years ago.  After 
retiring they demolished the house and built 
a more permanent home.  Their hobbies 
include travel, cruising and golfing.  No 
matter where they go, Dick has his camera 
hanging around his neck taking pictures. 
   

Jo Ann and Dick have great respect for 
ancestry.  They belong to several 
genealogical organizations that trace their 
roots in Virginia and elsewhere back to 
before the Revolutionary War.   
 

It’s because of Margaret Welch that they 
first visited Morattico Baptist Church.  Jo 
Ann says “From the very first visit we felt 
very welcome. After becoming members, 
it’s wonderful how the church took us under 
wing and made us a part of the family.”  
Someday they will join each other on the 
Hill as their forever home at MBC.   
 

 
 
7  Brenda Gilbert 
7  Jo Ann Fickling 
8  Rachel Barnes 
8  Dixie Wood 
16  Steven French 
20  Joshua Abbott 
20  Linda Cornwell 
20  Richard Fickling 
22  Abby Souders 
22  Carol Kratt 
23  Susan Humphreys 

 
 

February 28 
Ray and Amy Britt 

 

 
 

Weekly events: 
 

Sunday: 10 am     Sunday Service 
 

Thursday: 7 pm     Facebook Bible Study 
 
Special events/music: 
January 30th  5th Sunday Soup and Sandwich 
February 3rd  Business meeting rescheduled 
   from January 
Calendar events: 
February 2nd  Groundhog Day 
February 14th Valentine’s Day 
February 21st Presidents’ Day 
February 27th Transfiguration Sunday 



 
 
 

 

 
 

Ronald and Stephanie Hudson are pleased to 
announce the birth of their second grandchild, 
Kinsley Reese Hudson, daughter of Ryan and 

Hailey Hudson of Mechanicsville.  Kinsley was 
born on January 4th.  Everyone is doing well! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Fifth Sunday Soup  
and Sandwich 

 
January 30th 

May 29th 
July 31st 

October 30th 
 

Mark your calendar today! 
 

Immediately following Sunday church 
services we will meet in the fellowship hall 

for soup and sandwich lunch. 
 

Let’s get to know each other!! 



 

 
William Ashburn 

Page and Charles Carlson 
Gail Dawson 
David Deitz 

Eleanor Delano 
Dan Ficklin 
Bill Fletcher 
Terri Groh 

Marbary and Virginia Harcum 
Amy James 

Holly Whaley King 
James Newton 

Richard and Rosie Pruett 
Dennis Saunders 
Sandra Scripture 

William Scott Smith 
The family of Jody Sprague 

Fran Stout 
Pastors of all churches 

 
 

Please note when you add someone to our prayer 
list, please provide their address so we may send 

them a card. 
  

Prayer list contact  
Mae Shelton at 804-366-3817 

 

Morattico Baptist Church 
Richard C. Abbott, Pastor 
924 Morattico Church Road  

Post Office Box 228  
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482 

phone:   804-577-3043 
e-mail:  pastor@moratticobaptistchurch.org  

website:   moratticobaptistchurch.org 
Facebook:  The Morattico Baptist Church 

 

 
 

THE HILL, Morattico Baptist Church 
newsletter is owned and operated by 
YOU.  We want your input.  If you have 
ideas, suggestions, family news, articles or 
photos, submit them to 
newsletter@moratticobaptistchurch.org 
or call Kathy Pittman at (804) 761-2441. 
 
Each month the newsletter has a theme.  
The theme for the following month will be 
noted in each newsletter to give you time 
to prepare a submission if you wish. 
 

Deadline: 
10th of each month 

 

Theme for March: 
Symbols in Our Cemetery 

 

TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY

“Transfiguration Sunday” is the feast that 
celebrates Jesus' radical change of 

appearance while in the presence of Peter, 
James, and John, on a high mountain (Mt 

17:1-8; Mk 9:2-8; Lk 9:28-36).


