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In the season of Christ’s birth, one of the 
great stories is the visitation of the wise 
men.  January 6th is when Christians around 
the world celebrate Epiphany.  The day is 
known as “Three Kings Day” in 
commemoration of the wise men, or magi, 
who brought the infant Jesus gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh and proclaimed 
Him the Son of God.  
 

The only Gospel account to include the 
wise men is Matthew 2:1-12 which reads, 
“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 
saying, “Where is he who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we saw his star when 
it rose and have come to worship him.” 
When Herod the king heard this, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and 
assembling all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people, he inquired of them where 
the Christ was to be born. They told him, 
“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written 
by the prophet: …”   

Continued on page 2 

EPIPHANY 
 

Epiphany is an ancient feast originally 
celebrating the Baptism of Christ.  The 
subsequent “season” of Epiphany lasts from 
January 6 through the day before Lent.  
Epiphany is a Greek word that means 
manifestation, appearance, revelation or 
showing forth.  Historically, Epiphany began 
in the Eastern Church as the celebration of the 
nativity of Jesus Christ during the 1st century, 
commemorating the “adoration” of the Christ 
Child by the Wise Men as they presented their 
gifts.  In this way, they were “revealing” Jesus 
to the world as Lord and King.  
 

The preceding evening is sometimes called the 
“Twelfth Night”.  There remains some 
confusion on which date Twelfth 
Night actually occurs. The older tradition, 
based on the custom during the Middle Ages 
that the beginning of a new day was actually 
the evening before and places Twelfth Night 
the eve of January 5. Later traditions, where 
the day begins at midnight, have Twelfth 
Night on January 6 with a party and the 
exchange of gifts. 

Continued on page 2 



 

 
 

 
 

William Ashburn 
Page and Charles Carlson 

Gail Dawson 
David Deitz 

Eleanor Delano 
Dan Ficklin 
Bill Fletcher 

Linwood Gresham 
Terri Groh 

Marbary and Virginia Harcum 
Amy James 

Holly Whaley King 
Kim Mann 

James Newton 
Richard and Rosie Pruett 

Dennis Saunders 
Sandra Scripture 

William Scott Smith 
Joe Souders 
Fran Stout 

The family of Margaret Welch 
 

Please note when you add someone to our 
prayer list, please provide their address so we 

may send them a card. 
  

Prayer list contact  
Mae Shelton at 804-366-3817 
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Continued from page 1 

 

The January newsletter focuses on the 
Twelve Days of Christmas, and the twelfth 
day is, Epiphany.  Christians celebrate the 
arrival of the Wise Men on the twelfth day 
following the birth of Jesus and for good 
reason!  The arrival of the Magi was a 
supernatural event in the life of Christ 
because they were three men from the east, 
probably not Jewish, but rather Persians who 
followed the star to Bethlehem in search of a 
King so great that the heavens gave Him a 
star. 
 

The Magi were the first non-Jews, or 
Gentiles to acknowledge the birth of the 
Savior.  There are many lessons to be learned 
from the visit of the Wise Men.  Among 
them, there will be true servants of God in 
places where we don’t expect to find them, 
and the Lord Jesus has many "hidden" 
servants like these wise men. The grace of 
God is not tied to places and families or 
denominations, the Holy Spirit can lead 
souls to Christ regardless of their situation or 
condition. So, on the twelfth day after the 
birth of Christ, remember to thank God for 
His grace and mercy to all people.  
Blessings! 
 

EPIPHANY 
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The 12 Days of Christmas do not end on 
Christmas Day, Advent does. Instead, the 12 
days start with Christmas and end with 
Epiphany. These 12 days are sometimes 
called Christmastide.  January 5 is the Eve of 
the Feast of Epiphany, paralleling the 
December 24 Feast of Christmas Eve.  
 

Also, you may now take down your 
Christmas decorations. 
 

 
 

Steven French and Kelli Sullivan 
Edward and Carol Kratt 

Robert and Peggy Nolting 
Kim Pulley 

 



 
Meet the member: 

Brenda Carol Gilbert 
 

Originally from Rocky Mount, NC (yes, 
a Tar Heel) transplanted to Richmond, 
VA when in elementary school.  I am 
one of five siblings born to John and 
Jean Gilbert. 
 

I have two married adult children and 
three ‘fur babies’, daughter, Ashley and 
her husband Brian Cole and son, Reid 
and his wife Sandee Williams.  All of 
whom live in Brunswick, GA.  I have 
the honor of being ‘Granny B’ to three 
wonderful grandchildren- Lydia, Emma, 
and Ethan. 
 

My professional calling is a nurse.  I 
began my career at Richmond Memorial 
Hospital before moving to the Northern 
Neck in 1981.  For the past 40 years 
I’ve cared for my community as a nurse 
at Rappahannock General Hospital but 
am excited to start a new journey at 
Rappahannock Westminster Canterbuy 
in 2022.  My many hobbies include: 
sewing, gardening, reading, kayaking, 
and back porch sitting. 
 

Life’s journey led me to MBC and 
where I found comfort and peace.  I 
became a member of MBC by transfer 
of letter and have since been chosen as 
a deaconess.  I am blessed in so many 
ways.  I love the Lord, this church 
family, and look forward to being of 
service for years to come. 
 

THE FLOWER BOX 
 

The Flower Committee would like to thank all 
who ordered poinsettia plants for the Advent 

celebrations at church.  
We also are grateful to all those who had a 
hand in creating the window arrangements. 

Each was unique and gorgeous. Our sanctuary 
was absolutely lovely with the poinsettias and 

greens in the window.  
We hope you have taken your poinsettias 

home and are keeping them beautiful until 
they rebloom next year. 

 

 

 
 

3  Jarrett Platsis 
4  Dabne Hattersly 
4  Clay Holcomb 
25  Charles Carlson 
29  Ginny Barnes 

 
 

January 26, 1980 
Ronnie and Debbie Dodson 

 



 

THE TWELVE DAYS OF 
CHRISTMAS 

 

“The Twelve Days of Christmas” is one of the 
most famous Christmas songs in the world, 
one that people from all over the world would 
recognize. On the surface, the song is about 
someone receiving an abundance of Christmas 
presents from their “true love.”  But what is 
the history behind this familiar tune?   
 

The history is a bit hard to decipher. The first 
printed version of the song was in 1780. Here, 
the song appeared in a children’s book 
called Mirth Without Mischief.  However 
many people believe that this carol was 
already popular way before it was published.   
From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in 
England were not permitted to practice their 
faith openly.  It is thought that someone 
during that era wrote this carol as a catechism 
song for young Catholics.   
 

The song may seem all about gifts. But there 
is more to the name of the Twelve Days of 
Christmas than just lots of presents. The 
Twelve Days of Christmas actually start on 
Christmas Day and they last until the night of 
January 5th.  Each days themselves 
traditionally celebrate a feast day for a saint 
and have different celebrations attached to 
them. 
 

The song has two levels of meaning: the 
surface meaning plus a hidden meaning 
known only to members of the Church. Each 
element in the carol has a code word for a 
religious reality which the children could 
remember.  The "True Love" one hears in the 
song is not a smitten boy or girlfriend but 
Jesus Christ, because truly Love was born on 
Christmas Day. The partridge in the pear tree 
also represents Him because that bird is 
willing to sacrifice its life if necessary to 
protect its young by feigning injury to draw 
away predators. 
 

The Twelve Days of Christmas gifts 
are believed to be as follows: 

 
Partridge in a pear tree is Jesus Christ 
 

Two turtle doves were the Old and New 
Testaments 
 

Three French hens stood for faith, hope, 
and love. 
 

Four calling birds were the four gospels 
of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 
 

Five golden rings were the first five books 
of the Old Testament, which describe man's 
fall into sin and the great love of God in 
sending a Savior. 
 

Six geese a-laying stood for the six days of 
creation. 
 

Seven swans a-swimming represented the 
sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit-----
Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortation, 
Contribution, Leadership, and Mercy. 
 

Eight maids a-milking were the eight 
beatitudes. 
 

Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of 
the Holy Spirit-----Charity, Joy, Peace, 
Patience [Forbearance], Goodness 
[Kindness], Mildness, Fidelity, Modesty, 
Continency [Chastity]. To fit the number 
scheme, the originator combined several 
that were similar: the fruit in each 
parenthesis is the fruit that was not named 
separately. There are actually Twelve Fruits 
of the Holy Ghost. 
 

Ten lords a-leaping were the Ten 
Commandments. 
 

Eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven 
faithful Apostles. 
 

Twelve drummers drumming symbolized 
the twelve points of belief in The Apostles' 
Creed. 
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THE HILL, Morattico Baptist Church newsletter is owned 
and operated by YOU.  We want your input.  If you have 
ideas, suggestions, family news, articles or photos, submit 
them to newsletter@moratticobaptistchurch.org or call 
Kathy Pittman at (804) 761-2441. 
 
Each month the newsletter has a theme.  The theme for the 
following month will be noted in each newsletter to give 
you time to prepare a submission if you wish. 
 

Deadline: 
10th of each month 

 

 
 
Weekly events: 
 

Sunday: 10 am     Sunday Service 
 

Thursday: 7 pm     Facebook Bible Study 
 

Calendar events: 
 

January 20 Business Meeting 
 
 

MBC is responsible for Meals on Wheels in 
January, contact Richard if you can help 


